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reconstructing in Italy the paradise in which he had been
born and had grown up-Francis I-be the liberator who
would break the chains with which the revolutionary die-'
tatorship had bound Italy? In 1815 there were a great many
Italians and foreigners who hoped so, Castlereagh among
them. In a conversation which took place in Paris in May,
1814, between Castlereagh and a delegation from Lom-
bardy which had come to request that an independent
state with a constitution be created in northern Italy/
Castlereagh had stated that Europe had gone to war in
order to free Italy from the yoke of revolutionary tyranny.
But, he said, Austria had a steady government which was
paternal, respectful of laws, and did not abuse its force;
there was nothing to fear from it; the Lombards would be
happy under its rule.11
But this was to prove a false hope. After 1815, Italy
was to fester more and more from the humiliation and
devastation which she had suffered during the Revolution,'
become more and more desperate over her poverty, her
weakness, and the insignificant status to which she was
reduced, left with nothing but memories of the time when
she had been the center of the Holy Roman Empire and
of the Christian world. In 1815, Italy, although she still
respected the governments of the Old Regime, no longer
believed in them as she had before the Revolution. She
had seen them flee, these governments once venerated as
perfect, before the little armies of France, abandoning
their faithful subjects to the horrors of invasion, humbling
themselves before the Revolution. They had come'bad,
it was true, but at the cost of what struggles on the part
of others, what bargaining, what compromise! And be-
sides, people were beginning to look upon them as petty,
weak, worthlessl Parma, Modena, Florence! Trampled
upon, outraged, dismembered and put together again at
the whim of the revolutionary powers which had invaded
Jier in 1796, Italy had also begun to fe^l capable of found-
uBianchi, op. cit., I, 3^1.